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THE CHALLENGES AND ASPIRATIONS OF JAPANESE URUSHI
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After studying and working in the world of Japanese lacquerware, specifically Wajima-nuri
for over 30 years, | have seen the industry go from booming, where everything was in high
demand as a status symbol to today’s dire situation where companies and individual
craftsmen have been forced to close down.

In this talk you will travel with me on the journey | took to discover urushi and how its
beauty has kept me enthralled for more than half my life. | will be discussing what factors |
think have led to Wajima-nuri’s decline and what some of the possibilities are for a
sustainable future. We will also be taking a closer look behind the scenes at what is
happening at the very roots of all traditional Japanese crafts and what can be done to

preserve these arts for future generations.
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